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Ultimately, sports are result-driven. There's no ambiguity, or so it goes. 

Except success, on a macro sense, isn't binary. FC Dallas finishing seventh place this season and making the Audi 2019 
MLS Cup Playoffs is a success given their circumstance; If LAFC had done the same, it wouldn't have been quite as well 
received. Life is all about managing expectations, 
after all. Every game offers a micro success/failure 
dichotomy, but the season as a whole isn't quite as 
simple. And it doesn't happen over 90 minutes.

That (surprisingly brief) preamble brings us to the 
question at hand: Has it been a successful first 
season for Frank de Boer with Atlanta United? 
Well, it's complicated. 

De Boer, one of the Netherlands' best-ever play-
ers, came to Atlanta after mixed results in his 
first three managerial gigs. He had resounding 
success with Ajax but not quite the same in short 
stints with Inter Milan and Crystal Palace. He had a 
tough act to follow after Tata Martino left the club 
with MLS Cup as his lasting memory. You never want to be the guy after The Guy. 

Despite taking over the reigning champs with the reigning Landon Donovan MLS MVP, the job wasn't an uncompli-
cated one. 

Atlanta started slow, failing to reach their pyrotechnic heights of 2018 led by Miguel Almiron and Josef Martinez. Pity 
Martinez didn't quite settle in quickly and was unable to reach Almiron's MVP-finalist form as his replacement. Mean-
whi Ezequiel Barco's growth didn't get a great chance to consistently manifest itself in an Atlanta kit, with the U-20 
World Cup as well as a few injuries along the way.

The team didn't make a deep Concacaf Champions League run as hoped, but it didn't metastasize and spoil the season 
in the same way as complications from the competition has, in part, hampered Toronto FC in 2018 then Sporting KC 
this year. The continental adventure left De Boer with a shortened preseason and limited meaningful training sessions 
at the beginning of the season, too. 

Often he urged fans to allow some time to pass before arriving at judgments. Installing a new system, from a new 
coach, takes time. 

After the slow start, Atlanta began to find their groove after a pair of formation changes. From essentially a back five 
at the season's start, to a traditional back four, then a more aggressive back three, the club were beginning to stretch 
into their vast potential. 

Atlanta began to excel back on the front foot, satiating both players and fans alike. It came just in time, accentuating 
the club's U.S. Open Cup run, culminating with a 2-1 triumph in the final over Minnesota United, as well as a Campeo-
nes Cup victory, beating Mexican giants Club America. It wasn't the CCL, but it was a trophy both the MLS champs and 
Liga MX's best sought to win.

All the while, breakout star Miles Robinson anchored the team defense as he went from a backup on his club to a na-
tional team-level defender. Darlington Nagbe had one of his best seasons in the league under De Boer. He helped turn 
winger Justin Meram into a solid left wingback, another player benefitting from a change of scenery and a new coach-
ing staff.

A season which has delivered two trophies (so far), second place in the Eastern Conference in a season which saw 

Has Frank de Boer's first season with Atlanta United 
been a success?
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It’s been five days since Orlando City SC parted ways with James O’Connor as head coach, and there already could be a 
replacement in the works.
  The Lions and Argentine manager Santiago Solari are in advanced talks, according to AS. Solari, 43, recently coached 
at La Liga superclub Real Madrid after working up their youth 
ranks in a managerial role. 
  During his playing days, Solari’s made stops at Argentine 
clubs River Plate and San Lorenzo; Spanish sides Atletico 
Madrid and Real Madrid; and Italian club Inter Milan, among 
others.
  Should Solari take over Orlando City, he’d become their 
fourth permanent head coach since entering MLS in 2015. 
Adrian Heath, Jason Kreis and O’Connor have all led the club, 
while Bobby Murphy served as interim coach after Heath and 
Kreis were both let go.
  Orlando began MLS play in 2015 as an expansion team 
alongside New York City FC, but is yet to make the playoffs. 
This next move will prove vital in changing that, as Luiz Muzzi 
continues to shape the Eastern Conference side as Executive 
Vice President of Soccer Operations.
  In the last year, MLS has seen a growing wave of international managers join the league. Frank de Boer now leads 
defending MLS Cup champions Atlanta United, Guillermo Barros Schelotto marshals the LA Galaxy, Ron Jans was hired 
at FC Cincinnati and Matias Almeyda took over the San Jose Earthquakes.

Could Solari be next?

CREDIT:  Jonathan Sigal                Contributor

Former Real Madrid boss Santiago Solari could be 
next Orlando City coach

Almiron depart and Barco often unavailable, sounds quite good. It's not the whole story, though. 
For all the club's perceived defensive improvements, the team only conceded one fewer goal in 2019 than 2018. There 
were some publicly aired frustrations, from Leandro Gonzalez Pirez and others around the All-Star Game. There was the 
frustration of Pity Martinez, which was also very public. Atlanta gained 11 fewer regular-season points in 2019 than last 
year.

After Atlanta began to hit top form, they played themselves within a chance to pull back toward the top slot in the 
conference again. Instead, they capitulated at Yankee Stadium against NYCFC for a thoroughly disheartening 4-1 loss. 
Brad Guzan gave voice to the club's mentality, citing their lack of points gained from losing positions (2), which was only 
better than FC Cincinnati in the league. The teams directly above, NYCFC (25), and below, Philadelphia (18) were two of 
the top four teams in that stat.

Where does all that leave De Boer's debut season on the Atlanta United bench? Through the regular season, as well as 
three cup competitions, the verdict is still out.

The playoff run will have a huge say in de Boer's season, given this club strives for MLS Cup every season, however 
unfair it may be to pin a good portion of success/failure to the small sample size crapshoot that is a single-elimination 
playoff format. But, hey, the game is the game. 

One thing is binary; Atlanta United are about winning trophies. De Boer already has two and is eyeing a third.

CREDIT:  Tom Bogert             Contributor
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Canadian national team goalkeeper Milan Borjan had a message to send.

  Speaking after Canada’s 6-0 thumping of Cuba on September 7 at BMO Field, a match that kicked off their Concacaf 
Nations League group stage in style, the Red Star Belgrade stalwart was not happy.
  “A lot of people don’t believe in this team,” said Borjan. “You could see that with the fans today: 10,000 only, with 
Canada playing. With all these young guys, with a lot of future in them, playing in big clubs. It’s too bad we don’t have 
enough fans to fill the whole stadium.”
  The official attendance for that match was 10,224. With the visit of the United States on Tuesday to Toronto, Borjan 
& Co. are hopeful that the fans will be there to greet 
them.
  
“It’s crucial,” said CanMNT coach John Herdman. “But 
more for the fans to come along and be part of some-
thing really meaningful.”
      A Canadian Soccer Association spokesperson told 
MLSsoccer.com that around 15,000 tickets have been 
sold for the match on Tuesday thus far. The support-
ers' section is almost all sold out. BMO Field's current 
capacity sits around 30,000 after renovations, with the 
previous capacity being 21,556.

  The largest attendance for a men’s national team 
game at BMO Field was back in 2008 when 21,978 
watched Canada draw 1-1 with Jamaica in World Cup 
Qualification. That mark was approached in September 
2017, again against Jamaica, when the Reggae Boyz came to Toronto for a friendly with the Canadians winning 2-0.
    The last ten matches at BMO Field, stretching back to June 2012, have had an average attendance of 14,292. They 
included five World Cup qualifiers, two friendlies, and one each of Gold Cup, Concacaf Nations League qualification and 
Concacaf Nations League matches.

  “It’s not a friendly match, not something that we’re just walking up together, playing six subs, that means nothing at 
the end of it,” This means a lot our country, to football in our country,” stressed Herdman. “The 17 [FIFA World Rank-
ings] points we could take from this game could really push us into the Hexagonal where, if we get into the Hex, we 
bring more meaningful, top-quality games back to Canada and test these boys even more.”

  The top six sides in the region, based on the June 2020 FIFA rankings, will enter the Hex for World Cup qualification 
next year, competing for the three full Concacaf spots in Qatar come 2022. The rest will undertake a grueling journey 
with the dim light of the region’s half-spot long in the distance.
    “Your fans are everything,” Herdman said. “Every time we go away – you go into St. Kitts and they’re doing every-
thing they can to make sure that Canada feels uncomfortable and their team is given a chance, that extra that fans will 
bring.”
  A rocking, packed BMO Field has propelled its team to success before.
    “I see how passionate the fans were in the games we’ve had and I’ve seen how passionate the Toronto FC fans are 
here. They certainly, in that [MLS Cup] championship run, made a difference,” noted Herdman. “We’re hoping everyone 
comes out and pushes these boys over the line.

    “And it’s going to need a big push,” he added. “If you look at our track record, it’s 1985 since we beat this team. Yeah, 
we’ve got talent, but we’ve had talent in previous teams as well. We’ve come close, but I think the fans could make that 
bit of difference and we’d love them to be there.”

Canada would follow up that September win with a second one days later, 1-0 away to the Cubans in the Cayman 
Islands. With six points from their first two matches, it is expected that progression to the knockout stage, the Nations 
League final Championships, will come down to Tuesday’s home match against the Americans and the return leg in 

Borjan implores fans to support Canada in massive 
US showdown at BMO Field
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Gregg Berhalter has some decisions to make before kickoff.
  The US men's national team trained at BMO Field on Monday afternoon ahead of their Tuesday night Concacaf Nations 
League clash with Canada as the two battle for supremacy in League A, Group A (7:30 pm ET | ESPN2 in US; OneSoccer 
in Canada).
  The USMNT head coach made it clear, ahead of Friday's 7-0 win over Cuba, that Josh Sargent would get the starting 

nod ahead of Gyasi Zardes, but he was in no such reve-
latory mood ahead of the bigger of the two games for 
the Americans.
  “We’re working through that now,” said Berhalter of 
who would lead the line. “We’ll do training today, see 
how everyone has come out of the game.”
 “Josh picked up a little bit of an ankle [knock],” added 
the coach. “We’re going to keep assessing him, see 
where he’s at. But whether it’s Josh or Gyasi or who-
ever, we’re comfortable with who we have as options.”
  Though each has a slightly different profile, who starts 
at striker doesn’t completely change what the US is 
about, according to Michael Bradley.
  “They’re obviously different players, they both bring 
different things to the table, but in the grand scheme 
of things, what Gregg asks of them [doesn’t change] 
completely,” said Bradley, who will make a homecom-

ing of sorts at BMO Field.
  “As players we all have different characteristics, all have different qualities, everybody is going to step on the field 
and interpret a role and a job in a different way, but the mentality of the team, the attempt at what we’re trying to do, 
doesn’t change whether Josh or Gyasi is on the field,” continued the Toronto FC midfielder. “They’re both excellent 
players, their ability to score goals, to bring others into the game, they both work for the team, so we’re lucky to have 
them both. And we still have Jozy [Altidore], who is not with us at the moment.”
  Berhalter concurred: “Without going too much into it they have different skill sets, but we can take advantage of both 
and that’s the nice thing.”
  “I talk about player profiles and how we look for different profiles because it gives the team different size, different 
ways to attack,” he added. “Either of them on the field sets us up a little bit differently.”
  One of the other questions looming is whether Bradley gets the starting nod at his home pitch.
  Berhalter made it clear that in a competitive match there was no room for sentimentality to play a role in his decision 
making: “I don’t think that’s what we’re trying to achieve here. We’re trying to put a team on the field that is going to 
win the game.”
  He did unveil one selection: Zack Steffen, who came into camp with a knock, will be the goalkeeper after Brad Guzan 
started against Cuba.
  “Zack's fine,” said Berhalter. “He’ll play tomorrow.”

CREDIT:   James Grossi                        Contributor

Steffen to start vs. Canada, but Berhalter mum on 
other USMNT lineup decisions

Florida in November.

“We’ve got to get the support,” implored Borjan. “These guys, they fight for this country, they come a lot of kilometers 
to be here, to play these games, to win and to bring Canada to the World Cup. This is very disappointing, for the people 
not coming to support us.

“As a team, we’re going to continue winning, continue bringing good football here,” he added. “And I hope, in the 
future, the stadium will be full.”Portland: Oct. 19 at Real Salt Lake, 10 pm ET (ESPNews, ESPN Deportes) | Round One, 
Audi 2019 MLS Cup Playoffs
San Jose: End of season.

CREDIT:   James Grossi                        Contributor
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El cuadro cafetero jugará este martes ante Argelia su vigésimo encuentro contra un equipo del continente africano
La Selección Colombia seguirá su preparación de cara a la Copa América y la Eliminatoria Sudamericana rumbo a Qatar 
2022 con el amistoso ante su similar de Argelia este martes en Lille, Francia. 
 No será la primera vez que el combinado cafetero se enfrente a un seleccionado africano, en total ha disputado 19 
duelos previos contando amistosos y 
oficiales, aunque será el primer cruce 
con Argelia. 
  El Goal repasamos el historial de Co-
lombia ante Selecciones de África.

El primer enfrentamiento se dio hace 
casi 30 años ante Egipto, previo al Mun-
dial de Italia 90, fue empate 1-1 para 
el equipo de Pacho Maturana. Desde 
entonces ha jugado contra Liberia, 
Sudáfrica, Marruecos, Senegal, Cam-
erún, Túnez y Nigeria, siendo éste al que 
más veces ha enfrentado (4).

En total Colombia ha jugado 14 amisto-
sos con africanos, logrando 8 victorias, 
cinco empates y una sola derrota (2-1 
ante Sudáfrica previo al Mundial de 2010). 

El último cruce data de 2018, precisamente ante Egipto, también con empate (0-0), como preparación para la Copa 
Mundo de Rusia 2018. 

OFICIALES (COPA MUNDO Y CONFEDERACIONES)

Colombia ha estado ligado al continente africano en la mayoría de sus participaciones en eventos orbitales. En sus últi-
mas presentaciones en la Copa Mundo siempre ha enfrentado una selección de este continente. En Italia 90 perdió 2-1 
ante Camerún, partido inolvidable por el histórico error de Higuita; en Francia 98 venció a 1-0 Túnez, logrando su única 
victoria y gol del certamen; en Brasil 2014 se impuso 2-0 contra Costa de Marfil con goles de James Rodríguez y Juanfer 
Quintero; y en Rusia 2018 venció por la mínima a Senegal, victoria que selló la clasificación a segunda ronda. 

Además, la Tricolor también se midió a Camerún en el marco de la Copa Confederaciones 2003, a la que llegó como 
campeón de América. El equipo cafetero clasificó a las semifinales y allí perdió 1-0 ante el cuadro de los Leones indom-
ables. Ese partido quedó en la memoria por la trágica muerte de Marc Vivien-Foe.

NÚMEROS GENERALES

Colombia ha enfrentado en total 19 veces a selecciones africanas, con un saldo ampliamente positivo: 11 victorias, cinco 
empates y solo tres derrotas, para un efectividad del 66%; además la Tricolor marcó 27 goles y recibió 12. 

Cabe resaltar que el combinado cafetero no pierde ante un rival del continente negro desde 2010. Fue 2-1 en el amis-
toso ante Sudáfrica previo al Mundial; dicha selección la dirigía el Bolillo Gómez; de ese equipo solo se mantiene en la 
plantilla David Ospina.  

CREDIT:    Goal.com

Cómo esta el historial de Colombia frente 
a selecciones africanas?
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Púgiles de México y la República Dominicana pelearán en Puerto Rico el próximo 26 de octubre, como parte de la 
cartelera en la que el puertorriqueño Wilfredo "Bimbito" Méndez defenderá por primera vez su título mínimo de la 
Organización Mundial de Boxeo (OMB), se informó este lunes.

Por ello, y según 
detalló la compañía 
promotora PR Best 
Boxing Promotions 
en un comunicado 
de prensa, el do-
minicano Félix Díaz 
(20-3, 10 kos), med-
allista de oro en los 
Juegos Olímpicos de 
Pekín'08, se medirá 
al mexicano Darío 
Fermán (18-6, 15 
kos) a 10 asaltos y en 
147 libras (67 kilos).

Asimismo, el do-
minicano Yenifel 
Vicente (35-4-2, 27 
kos) pelará ante el 
mexicano Víctor Ruiz 
(23-10, 16 kos) en 
122 libras (55 kilos) a 
diez asaltos, mien-
tras que a seis asaltos lo hará el puertorriqueño John Correa (6-0, 5 kos) contra el mexicano Edgardo Velázquez (12-0, 
12 kos) en las 154 libras (70 kilos).

Igualmente, el dominicano Frency Fortunato (7-0, 6 kos) se enfrentará al mexicano Marcos Muñiz (14-0, 11 kos) en las 
122 libras (55 kilos) a ocho asaltos.

Por otra parte, los invictos puertorriqueños Patrick Cora (8-0, 6 kos) y Luis Midyael Sánchez (8-0, 6 kos) se enfrentarán 
a ocho asaltos en las 154 libras (70 kilos).

La pelea entre el puertorriqueño Méndez (14-1, 5 kos) frente al colombiano Gabriel Mendoza (30-6-2, 23 kos) será la 
estelar para la cartelera que se llevará a cabo en el Coliseo Rubén Zayas Montañez de Trujillo Alto, municipio vecino a 
San Juan.

Méndez se convirtió en campeón mínimo de la OMB el pasado 25 de agosto al derrotar por decisión unánime en 12 
asaltos al filipino Vic Saludar, en cartel celebrado en San Juan.

Los jueces dieron ganador a Méndez con unas anotaciones de 117-110, 115-112 y 116-111 frente a Saludar.

El combate fue la pelea estelar de la velada organizada por el Casino Metro Boxing Nights en el Centro de Convencio-
nes de la capital, evento que contó con la presencia del excampeón panameño Roberto "Mano de piedra" Durán, que 
colgó los guantes en 2001 en una pelea ante el puertorriqueño Héctor "El Macho" Camacho.
 

CREDIT:     Por Agencia EFE      https://www.primerahora.com

Púgiles de México y Dominicana se enfrentarán en 
pelea de Wilfredo "Bimbito" Méndez



  El portugués Cristiano Ronaldo agrandó aún más su leyenda tras marcar este lunes ante Ucrania el gol número 700 en 
su carrera profesional, en la que ha pasado por los clubes Sporting, Manchester United, Real Madrid y Juventus.
  El esperado tanto lo anotó de penalti en el minuto 72 durante el partido en Kiev de la fase de clasificación para la Euro-
copa 2020.
  Un nuevo récord que supone su gol 
número 95 con el combinado de las 
"quinas", al que hay que sumarle otros 
muchos logros, como el Puskas en 
2009 o sus cuatro Botas de Oro.
  En dos partidos de Liga anotó cinco 
goles y con el de hoy su próximo ob-
jetivo será el de superar el récord del 
iraní Ali Daei, que marcó 109 goles en 
149 partidos.
  Con 34 años, Ronaldo tiene en el hori-
zonte el sorprendente récord del iraní 
Ali Daei, que jugó hasta los 38 años y 
fijó la máxima anotación de un jugador 
con el combinado de su país en 109 tantos.
  Tras su paso por el Sporting de Portugal y llegar a la capital lisboeta siendo un adolescente procedente de Madeira, 
Ronaldo marcó con el primer equipo, antes de fichar por el Manchester United, un total de cinco goles.
  Con el club inglés anotó 115 goles con una media de 0,40 tantos por partido.
  Ya en el Real Madrid, Ronaldo marcó 450 goles en 438 partidos, por lo que tuvo una media de 1,03.
  Con la Juventus de Turín ha anotado 32 dianas (0,62) y con la selección lusa lleva una media de 0,59 goles por partido.

CREDIT:    www.excelsior.com.mx

El excampeón mundial de peso completo en las artes marciales mixtas, Cain Velasquez, se despidió oficialmente de 
la UFC para comenzar su carrera como luchador dentro de las filas de la WWE para enfrentar a un antiguo rival de los 
octágonos, Brock Lesnar.
  A UFC, a mi familia, amigos y todos los fans: gracias por estos 11 años. Gracias a todos mis coaches, compañeros de 
equipo y agentes. Soy bendecido de haber sido capaz de 
tener una carrera donde hice lo que amo. Sé desde que era 
joven que quería ser un peleador, con la consigna de ser el 
campeón de UFC.  Es oficial mi retiro de UFC, es tiempo de un 
nuevo capítulo”, publicó Velasquez en sus redes sociales.
  Velasques coincidirá en la empresa de Vince McMahon con 
otro deportista de ascendencia mexicana como lo es Rey 
Mysterio, luego de su paso fugas por la empresa de lucha 
libre mexicana Triple A.
  Hace un año fui a mi primer evento de WWE. Me volví a 
enamorar de un deporte que había visto y practicado desde 
que era un niño. Desde ese momento, he estudiado todo lo 
relacionado con la lucha libre. El contrato está firmado y mi 
siguiente meta es convertirme en el próximo Campeón Uni-
versal. Universo WWE, gracias por recibirme con los brazos 
abiertos", finalizó el texto del excampeón.
  Cain se enfrentará a Brock Lesnar, hombre al que le arrebató 
el campeonato máximo de la UFC en octubre de 2010, el 
próximo 31 de octubre en Arabia Saudita.

CREDIT:     www.excelsior.com.mx
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Cain Velasquez se retira de UFC; será luchador




